
VOLUME 2 Issue 23  
5 

 

  

Golden 

Valley 
Elementary 

School 
 

Home of the Mighty 
Lions! 

 

Issue Date 
 

   

EDUCATING MINDS, INSPIRING FUTURES  IN THIS ISSUE 

 

 

 
TEACHER PLANNING AND SHARING – STAFF PLC’s AT THEIR FINEST 

This past week was awesome!  The weather is beautiful, we have great instruction on our campus, and 
teamwork has never been better! Words cannot express how proud I am of our staff.  
At our “Gathering of the Pride” there was so much evidence of collaboration and planning.  The 
discussion of formative assessment was excellent because our new teachers were able to learn a 
mulitude of ways to check for understanding.  We appreciate the continuous sharing.  The creating of 
visuals and the gallery walk was the icing on the cake.  Thank you for doing such an excellent job of 
collaborating and having high standards of yourselves and our students!   
#teamwork #pride 

EXTENDED PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Many thanks to our awesome coaches for presenting a continuation of RIRA and Close Reading this 
past Tuesday.  Our coaches continue to provide excellent support and strategies.   
Thanks for all  you do!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Note 
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Learning Director’s Note 

We enjoyed another busy and productive week at Golden 
Valley!  This morning El Monte Middle School’s counselors 
along with their AVID lead provided a presentation to our 
5th graders.  Students learned about GPA, electives, AVID, 
and many other important middle school topics.    Thank 
you El Monte staff for helping our students prepare for 
their transition to middle school!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week Mrs. Wells’ students were learning about 
dialogue and she prepared a hands-on activity in which 
students were to place quotation marks and end 
punctuation on sentences. The activity was rigorous and 
some students struggled with it but Mrs. Wells was right 
there ready to help them succeed!  Great job planning 
rigorous, engaging tasks for your students Mrs. Wells! 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently one of our awesome interventionists (Yolanda Aguilar) 
shared a Snakes and Ladders game she created to help her 
small groups practice reading.  I am so very proud to work with 
her and all of our extremely competent and professional 
interventionists!  They go above and beyond in our MANE 
centers and in classrooms to help our students learn.   
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Coaching Chronicles 
 
Campus News 
 

TK-2 Teachers have been busy 
working on numberless word 
problems. Students are 
engaged with thinking aloud 
and partner shares. It allows 
students the opportunity to 
develop a better understanding 
of word problems.  

 

3-5 Teachers have been busy 
with assessing their students 
on IAB’s and benchmarks this 
week. Planning is very evident 
around our campus. As I 
walked through classrooms 
today, I observed a lot of 
students that are engaged in 
challenging tasks.  Students 
are annotating texts and 
discussing content to extend 
their thinking. 
 

 

 

 
Extended PD 
 

During the K-2 PD, teachers 
used their time and planned 
out RIRA lessons for their 
classroom.  Following our PD, 
we will have a lesson study on 
RIRA.  We will work together 
as a team and create RIRA 
lessons.   
   
The 3-5 PD began with a fun 
Kahoot activity where teachers 
tested their knowledge in Close 
Reading.   During the PD 
teachers reviewed Close 
Reading, specifically what 
happens during each read and 
the types of questions that 
result in a deeper 
understanding of the 
text.  Teachers shared out 
lessons that they have 
delivered in their classrooms 
and discussed some of the 
challenges and successes they 
experienced.  They also 
gathered a lot of great ideas 
from one another and left with 
a clearer understanding of the 
importance of a Close Read.   
 

 

 

Please let us know if you would 
like to begin a coaching cycle 
in numberless word problems, 
number talks, writing, RIRA or 
Close Reading. Great job 
teachers!!!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOLDEN VALLEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: HOME OF THE MIGHTY 
LIONS       | Issue 23  

4 

 

 

 

 

 

University of Alabama is the flagship 
of the University of Alabama System. 
Founded in 1831, UA is one of the 
oldest and the largest of the 
universities in Alabama. UA offers 
programs of study in 13 academic 
divisions leading to bachelor’s, 
master’s, Education Specialist, and 
doctoral degrees. The only publicly 
supported law school in the state is at 
UA. Other academic programs 
unavailable elsewhere in Alabama 
include doctoral programs in 
anthropology, library and information 
studies, metallurgical engineering, 
music, Romance languages, and 
social work. 

As one of the first public universities 
established in the early 19th century 
southwestern frontier of the United 
States, the University of Alabama has 
left a vast cultural imprint on the 
state, region and nation over the past 
two centuries. The school was a 
center of activity during the American 
Civil War and the African-American 
Civil Rights Movement. The 
University of Alabama varsity football 
program (nicknamed the Crimson 
Tide), which was inaugurated in 
1892, ranks as one of 10 winningest 
programs in US history. In a 1913 
speech then-president George H. 
Denny extolled the university as the 
“capstone of the public school system 
in the state [of Alabama],” lending the 
university its current nickname, The 
Capstone. 

https://www.youniversitytv.com/colleg
e/university-of-alabama/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Is An Optometrist? 

An optometrist is an eye doctor who 
has earned the Doctor of Optometry 
(OD) degree. Optometrists examine 
eyes for both vision and health 
problems, and correct refractive 
errors by 
prescribing eyeglasses and contact 
lenses. Some optometrists also 
provide low vision care and vision 
therapy. 
Optometrists in the United States also 
are licensed to prescribe medications 
to treat certain eye problems and 
diseases. The scope of medical care 
that can be provided by optometrists 
is determined by state law. (For 
details about the scope of practice of 
optometrists where you live, visit the 
website of your state's board of 
optometry.) 
Optometrists also may participate in 
your pre- and post-operative care if 
you have eye surgery performed by 
an ophthalmologist. With a few 
exceptions, optometrists in the U.S. 
are not trained or licensed to perform 
eye surgery. 

An optometrist generally must 
complete a four-year college degree 
program in the sciences, plus four 
years of post-graduate professional 
training in optometry school. In this 
regard, the educational requirements 
of an optometrist are similar to those 
of a dentist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Like ophthalmologists, optometrists 
are required to fulfill continuing 
education requirements on an 
ongoing basis to maintain their 
licensure and stay current with the 
latest standards of eye care. 

https://www.youniversitytv.com/career
-video/optometrist/ 
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